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From November 2018 
(Volume 95) 


2019 


January 2019 (Trying to catch up with my books so this one covers the period from October 2018 to when | am 
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writing this at the start of the new year ...January 2019) 


Brexit is the word of the moment. No waking moment on the media is without opinions (totally divergent) on 
what will happen to the UK if and when we part company with The European Union. Lynn and | feel exiting will 
be the best decision we ever made and time will prove us right. BIG is not beautiful and the UK are actually 
treated with contempt as the negotiations vividly indicate. We are so certain that we are right so we will put this 
down in print here....so watch this space...(and yes, we are aware that there will be many teething problems...all 
blamed on our exit). 


The US are having major problems so we wonder how long Trump will last but he is certainly making a difference 
there...many sensible concepts mixed with some ludicrous ones..like the wall with Mexico. Many government 
workers are currently unpaid so there is a lot of pressure on him. Today China landed a satellite on the dark side 
of the moon which previously had been thought to be very unlikely due to its rough terrain. 


Over here we are cursed with knife crime New Year was heralded in the with two fatal stabbings. One where a 
young mother was killed in her own flat and one where a young security guard was fatally stabbed attempting 
to prevent gate-crashers at a Mayfair party. 


The only solution here is zero tolerance and a long sentence for anyone found with a knife . 


Many friends are very worried by anti-Semitism rearing its ugly head again and political unrest always allows it 
to gain a foothold again. Whilst not wishing to over-react one will not sit back like the last generation but quite 
what the answer is is still difficult to verbalise. 


Lynn has just gone for her daily run around the park and looks and feels very well so long may that continue. She 
was the perfect hostess at Xmas and all had a great time with Lynn doing her Mother bountiful act and not al- 
lowing anyone to leave the table unless they were totally stuffed. 


| have just re-commenced my two hour gym and swim session from 6.00am at the local Leisure Centre and have 
got some real extra Christmas pounds to lose immediately.. | am 75 in a couple of weeks and have booked a 
historic house in Wisbech for the immediate family for a few days on the 17th Jan 2019 and have arranged a din- 
ner to be served on the Saturday night. Lynn has paid for it as a birthday present which is so generous and won- 
derful and | am really looking forward to it. 


Tammy and Ben have been to hospital again today for another blood test for Ben. The prognosis seems to be 
reducing his anti-rejection drugs in order for them to administer some mild chemo treatment whilst monitoring 
his bloods and general condition so we are obviously very concerned..but he is strong (and has even gone back 
to work today)..so more power to his elbow 


Larnie has (and is) holding down many part time jobs..accumulating some serious dosh whilst doing very well 
with the start of her second year at uni. She is one very-focussed young lady and will turn out trumps. 


Like wise, Peachy and Beau are growing up rapidly both in stature and maturity and we were delighted to enjoy 
Xmas here with them.. 


DP is currently in Lanzarote with a girlfriend and then off to Panama to set up the second year of his circus ele- 
ment in a local festival there. He is also a great person and was a delight here at Xmas and is a very special son... 


Angela popped in for a bite en route to taking the kids to David and Mary after Xmas here so she is a great Mum 
for the kids ..who adore her and she is an excellent example and influence on them. 


It has been a great year with Lynn in excellent health and with our many travels but we will ease off in 2019 


At the rear of King’s Cross a major development has been in progress 
for several years and is well chronicled in the various books. It is one of 
_ the largest city developments in Europe. It is called Granary Square 
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“This vast warehouse space and in November 2018 the second stage: Coal Drops Yard opened. 
was always living on borrowed j 
time as a nightclub. As part Lynn and | have been watching (and photographing) its evolution from 
of the crumbling goods yard the derelict state. We were filming early one morning and it was total- 
behind King’s Cross station, 


redevelopment was always on ly quiet and deserted when suddenly the night club in the old ware- 
the horizon, but until that day the | house complex emptied out and we were suddenly surrounded by 
place was going to party hard.” thousands of youngsters (mostly Australian) ...it was surreal 


Coal Drops Yard as a whole is formed out of the two long Victorian sheds through which south Yorkshire coal was once trans- 
ferred, at a rate of 8m tonnes a year, to horse-drawn carts and thence taken to heat the homes and businesses of London. 
One part was gutted by fire. Another was colonised by Bagley’s nightclub, which until it closed in 2007 held raves 2,500- 


strong. They formed part of a wider zone of dereliction branded by its prostitution and drug-dealing, even as respectable light 
industrial businesses continued to ply their trade. 
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These photos are all around November 
2018, during construction...! will take 
these photos in years to come and com- 
pare the development , showing how it 
has matured 
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More shots of development prior to completion... 
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WEEKEND BRUNCH 
Botromless Bloody Marys or Prosecco for £25 (2 hours) 
11 = 4PM 
10.55 
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November 2018 


Sue & 


Elaine and Steve & Joan 
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Lunch party with Rene 
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A great lunch party at Cyril and 
Viv’s in December 2018 


— 
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Christmas at home with DP, Beau, Peachy, Jo 


and Mark with Larnie, Ben and Tammy 


A great Christmas 
lunch with the family 
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Beau and DP 
enjoying the 


time together 
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Empty plates and smiles...the 


perfect Xmas day 
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The walkers: A London 
walk (3 hours across parks, 
Heaths and woods) with- 


out barely walking on a 


road. Highgate to Highgate 


Gerald 


The walkers 
(Human and 


Canine) 


The Court House, sometimes known as the Old Town Hall, is a 19th-century building in 
St Albans Hertfordshire. It no longer serves a judicial function. In 2018 the local museum 


which had been closed for some years, was rehoused in the building. 
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The court itself now is a really fascinating café and 
the cells function as rather smart WC’s 
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A Great start 
to the New 
Year at Steve 
and Joan’s 
party... 
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5th January 2019... 
Larnie’s 20th birthday 
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Birthday boat trip down the Thames 
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It was a certainly a fantastic start to the new year and 
the family certainly proved how close we all are.. 
Starting with a low key 75th birthday at home my 


Smashing wife gave me the ‘Surprise Birthday Toast’ 
Which has long been our family ritual and I’m amazed 
the toast press still exists. Wonderful words in my card 
and this awesome cake were on the breakfast table. 


Lynny bought me this wonderful painting and splurged 
ut for the family ‘Birthday Bash’ and catered evening 
meal. “I don’t deserve it”.....(sentiments that Lynn to- 
tally agrees with!) 


| The ‘Surprise Birthday Toast’ 


My wonderful birthday card 


The Storeybook 


My great cake 
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We rented Wainman House in Wisbech, East Anglia from the National 


_ Trust for a three night family ‘Birthday Bash’ and it was perfect. 
January 2019 


It is a hidden gem in the small market town of Wisbech. Be- 
hind its modest Georgian exterior lies an elegant six-bedroom 
house where much of its refined neoclassical style remains. 
Mosaicked floors, wood panelled walls, four-poster beds and 
period fireplaces It has a private terraced garden and access 
to the beautifully-tended neighbouring garden of Peckover 
House (built in 1722). It is in the heart of Wisbech, where much of 
its historic Georgian architecture stills stands. 


Photo History 7 The Lamb and Flag lies next to the two rivers; The Old Bedford River and The 
River Delph which run parallel and absolutely straight with a path between 
the two. which we walked along for an hour admiring the beautiful East- 
Anglian skies and the flooded swan breeding grounds in the flooded area 
adjacent to the river 
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Siac: Lamb Shank £13.99 
PS OF (x7 shank in a rosemary and red wi 
4 Warm Farmhouse Salad £12.99 
Traditional chicken and bacon salad. Served with a warm 
toasted muffin and two poached eggs 
Wholetail Scampi £12.99 
Served with chunky chips, salad & petit pois 
Beef or Vegetable Lasagne (v) £12.99 
With a roasted tomato, olive & red onion salad & garlic bread 
Fenland Fried Chicken £12.99 
Served with coleslaw, baconnaise, charred pineapple, mixed 
leaves & cheese & bacon fries. Topped with smoked dapple 


Scrumpy Pork Hock £13.99 
Slow roasted hock in a cider sauce with creamy mash & braised 
red cabbage 


~ Burgers ~ 

All Served in a toasted white bun, with salad, coleslaw and fries. 

Choose from 80z Beef, Chicken Breast or Cajun Vegetable 
Lamb and Flag Burger £11.99 


American Burger £12.99 
Cheddar and Bacon . 
Bistro Burger £12.9 
Plum chutney, baconnaise and smoked dapple 
Pig and Blue £12.99 
Binham blue cheese and bacon 


: Pineapple, Bin 
T. : Bacon, Cheese, Egg, 
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DP treated us to this lunch and 
we got totally lost and took 2 
hours for a 20 minute 
drive...blame the sat nav!! 
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The latest gourmet fashion accessory... 
Golden fried onion ear-rings 


- Darts, table-tennis and 


pool in the basement 
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~ Asudden appearance of the —_ 


& house moggie 
Lovely fresh flowers on 
the table when we arrived 


The first jigsaw gang 
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This picture is of the Hon.Alexandrina Peckover & companions in the 
1930’s by the pond and rose garden which was restored in 1999 
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Enjoying the wonderfully 
tended gardens 
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As soon as trees are spotted 
they are up into the canopy 


THE DROP... 
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The Peckover House cat sussing 


out the garden interlopers 
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Almost a complete Family Tree 


We told DP that if he behaved well he would be 
allowed into the house with the others next time 
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A morning snack in the Peckover 


teashop in the gardens 
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The second jigsaw gang 


The vegetarian canapes selection 


The table set ready for the evening meal 


The delicious pastry 


canape doubled as a per- 


fect moustache 


The highchair set 
ready for DP!! 
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Tony presenting his great meal 
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The wonderful hot home- 


made soda bread 


Fascinated by the photos in 
The Family Photo Book 
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The fabulous Norfolk roast beef 
Photo History - 


My ‘girlies’ 


a 
ini 
...but Peachy preferred 


her knickerbocker glory 


Grand Marnier souflee 
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Lynn surprised me with this 
fantastic ‘camera’ cake 


oto History 


» . 7 


49 


We did wonder what sort of 
mentality sanctioned putting 
this gross neon ‘Bingo” sign in 
front of this wonderful door 
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The buildings in Wisbech were really attractive and most of them were 

Photo History — still elegant but often in need of some careful renovation and mainte- 
nance . Lots were now in very different use from their original business- 
es and this use Corn & Offal Merchants which also provided hound and 
terrier meals was now a Mortgage Company next door to a Chinese fish 
and chip shop 
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The Mortgage Specialists 


